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English Test Grades 10-12 

 

Directions: This English test is used for students in Grades 10-12.  This 30-question test, 

with the overall score of 100, includes the following: 

 

• Reading: 15 questions  

• Writing: 15 questions  

 

You will be given 90 minutes to complete the test. 

 

There are four choices in each question.  Read the passages and questions carefully before 

marking your answers on the answer sheet.  Make sure you understand the text, the 

questions, the choices given and base your answer on the conventions of Standard English.     
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Reading (15 questions) 

Directions: Read each of the passages below, and then answer the questions that 

follow the passage.  The correct response may be stated outright or merely 

suggested in the passage.  Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or 

implied in the passages and in any introductory material that may be provided.  

Make sure that the best answer also conforms to the conventions of Standard 

English. 

Questions 1-6 are based on the following passage. 

 

  The word euthanasia is of Greek origin and literally means “a good death.” The 

American Heritage Dictionary defines it as “the act of killing a person painlessly for reasons 

of mercy.” Such killing can be done through active means, such as administering a lethal 

injection, or by passive means, such as withholding medical care or food and water. 

  In recent years in the United States, there have been numerous cases of active 

euthanasia in the news. They usually involve the deliberate killing of ill or incapacitated 

persons by relatives or friends who plead that they can no longer bear to see their loved 

ones suffer. Although such killings are a crime, the perpetrators are often dealt with 

leniently by our legal system, and the media usually portrays them as compassionate heroes 

who take personal risks to save another from unbearable suffering. 

  The seeming acceptance of active forms of euthanasia is alarming, but we 

face a bigger, more insidious threat from passive forms of euthanasia. Every year, 

in hospitals and nursing homes around the country, there are growing numbers of 

documented deaths caused by caregivers withholding life-sustaining care, including food 

and water, from vulnerable patients who cannot speak for themselves. 
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  While it is illegal to kill someone directly, for example with a gun or knife, in many 

cases the law has put its stamp of approval on causing death by omitting needed care. 

Further, many states have “living will” laws designed to protect those who withhold 

treatment, and there have been numerous court rulings which have approved of patients 

being denied care and even starved and dehydrated to death. 

  Because such deaths occur quietly within the confines of hospitals and nursing 

homes, they can be kept hidden from the public. Most euthanasia victims are old or very 

ill, so their deaths might be attributed to a cause other than the denial of care that really 

killed them. Further, it is often relatives of the patient who request that care be withheld. 

In one court case, the court held that decisions to withhold life-sustaining care may be 

made not only by close family members but also by a number of third parties, and that such 

decisions need not be reviewed by the judicial system if there is no disagreement between 

decision makers and medical staff. The court went so far as to rule that a nursing home 

may not refuse to participate in the fatal withdrawal of food and water from an incompetent 

patient! 

  “Extraordinary” or “heroic” treatment need not be used when the chance for recovery 

is poor and medical intervention would serve only to prolong the dying process. But to deny 

customary and reasonable care or to deliberately starve or dehydrate someone because he 

or she is very old or very ill should not be permitted. Most of the cases coming before the 

courts do not involve withholding heroic measures from imminently dying people, but rather 

they seek approval for denying basic care, such as administration of food and water, to 

people who are not elderly or terminally ill, but who are permanently incapacitated. These 

people could be expected to live indefinitely, though in an impaired state, if they were given 

food and water and minimal treatment. 
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  No one has the right to judge that another’s life is not worth living. The basic right 

to life should not be curtailed because someone decides that someone else’s quality of life 

is too low. If we base the right to life on quality-of-life standards, there is no logical place 

to draw the line. 

  To protect vulnerable patients, we must foster more positive attitudes towards people 

with serious and incapacitating illnesses and conditions. Despite the ravages of their 

diseases, they are still our fellow human beings and deserve our care and respect. 

We must also enact positive legislation that will protect vulnerable people from those who 

consider their lives meaningless or too costly to maintain and who would cause their deaths 

by withholding life-sustaining care such as food and water. 

 

1.  The tone of the author can best be described as _____________. (2 points) 

  A.  provocative    B.  compassionate 

  C.  emphatic     D.  empathetic 

 

2.  What can we infer from this sentence in paragraph 3 reproduced below? 

“The seeming acceptance of active forms of euthanasia is alarming, but we 

face a bigger, more insidious threat from passive forms of euthanasia.”   

(5 points) 

A. The active forms of euthanasia are also considered more atrocious. 

B. The public’s attitude toward euthanasia is becoming more alarming. 

C. Euthanasia often involves those who cannot defend themselves. 

D. The perpetrators of euthanasia are viewed as kind caregivers. 
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3.  The author maintains that death by withholding care is _____________. (2 points) 

A. largely confined to hospitals 

B. largely confined to the terminally ill 

C. often requested by family members 

D. approved by living wills 

 

4.  When the patient refuses to accept nourishment, has left instructions in a living will 

not to provide care, or the patient’s death is imminent, then it can be inferred that 

euthanasia should be _____________. (2 points) 

A. generally held to be unjustifiable 

B. viewed as completely unethical 

C. found very offensive 

D. considered less objectionable 

 

5.  The main idea of paragraph 7 is that _____________. (5 points) 

A. lawyers will be unable to prosecute or defend caregivers 

B. no comprehensive right or wrong definition of euthanasia will exist 

C. using a subjective standard will make the decision to end an individual’s life 

arbitrary 

D. “quality of life” will no longer be able to be rigidly defined 
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6.  In the final paragraph the author writes, "Despite the ravages of their diseases, 

they are still our fellow human beings and deserve our care and respect." 

The main purpose of this statement is to _____________. (5 points) 

A. prove a previous argument 

B. gainsay an earlier statement 

C. object to a larger idea 

D. justify the previous statement 

 

Questions 7-12 are based on the following passage. 

 

ARE THESE TWO SISTERS HAVING THE SAME LUCK AT LOVE? 

  Yet the misery, for which years of happiness were to offer no compensation, received 

soon afterwards material relief, from observing how much the beauty of her sister re-kindled 

the admiration of her former lover. When first he came in, he had spoken to her but little; 

but every five minutes seemed to be giving her more of his attention. He found her as 

handsome as she had been last year; as good natured, and as unaffected, though not quite 

so chatty. Jane was anxious that no difference should be perceived in her all, and 

was really persuaded that she talked as much as ever. However, her mind was so 

busily engaged that she did not always know when she was silent. 

  When the gentlemen rose to go away, Mrs. Bennet was mindful of her intended 

civility, and they were invited and engaged to dine at Longbourn in a few days time.... 

  As soon as they were gone, Elizabeth walked out to recover her spirits; or in other 

words, to dwell without interruption on those subjects that must deaden them more.         

Mr. Darcy’s behavior astonished and vexed her. 
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  "Why, if he came only to be silent, grave, and indifferent," said she, "did he come at 

all?" 

  She could settle it in no way that gave her pleasure. 

  "He could be still amiable, still pleasing, to my uncle and aunt, when he was in town; 

and why not to me? If he fears me, why come hither? If he no longer cares for me, why 

silent? Teasing, teasing man! I will think no more about him." 

  Her resolution was for a short time involuntarily kept by the approach of her sister 

who joined her with a cheerful look, which showed her better satisfied with their visitors, 

than Elizabeth. 

  "Now," said she, "That this first meeting is over, I feel perfectly easy. I know my own 

strength, and I shall never be embarrassed again by his coming. I am glad he dines here 

on Tuesday. It will then be publicly seen that, on both sides, we meet only as common and 

indifferent acquaintance." 

  "Yes, very indifferent indeed," said Elizabeth, laughingly. "Oh Jane, take 

care." 

  "My dear Lizzy, you cannot think me so weak, as to be in danger now." 

  "I think you are in very great danger of making him as much in love with you as 

ever." 
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7.  Which of the following best describes the main idea of this excerpt? (2 points) 

A. One character is left entirely frustrated and confused by the male character. 

B. Another character’s path to happiness is reopening through mutual, undeniable 

attraction. 

C. One protagonist thinks she is safe, but the other sees that they are both falling 

right back in love. 

D. The stark contrast stands between the romantic realities of the two female 

protagonists during a tense, long-awaited reunion. 

 

8.  Based on the excerpt, what is Elizabeth most likely to do in the future? (2 points) 

A. She will be preoccupied with thoughts about Mr. Darcy. 

B. She will try to convince Jane to drop her boyfriend. 

C. She will apologize to Mr. Darcy for since she appears to be discourteous. 

D. She will give up all her hope of romance. 

 

9.  Based on the excerpt, which description best characterizes the relationship between 

Elizabeth and Jane? (2 points) 

A.  critical and competitive  B.  distant but polite 

C.  close and affectionate   D.  fragile but deepening 

 

10. What does the word “them” in paragraph 3 refer to? (3 points) 

  A.  the gentlemen    B.  her spirits 

  C.  those subjects    D.  Mrs. Bennet and Elizabeth 
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11.  According to paragraph 1, the author writes: “Jane was anxious that no 

difference should be perceived in her all, and was really persuaded that she 

talked as much as ever. However, her mind was so busily engaged that she 

did not always know when she was silent.” 

 

  Which of the following best describe Jane’s reactions? (5 points)   

A. She is trying to be more friendly and talkative with Mr. Darcy. 

B. She is so nervous that she wants to make herself be as much different as 

possible. 

C. She has been so preoccupied with thoughts of pleasing Mr. Darcy that she looks 

very busy all the time. 

D. She has completely lost—falling into long silences without even realizing she has 

stopped talking. 

 

12. According to the excerpt, which of the following is the most likely reason that 

Elizabeth says these sentences reproduced below? (3 points)   

"Yes, very indifferent indeed," said Elizabeth, laughingly. "Oh Jane, take 

care." 

A. Elizabeth is using heavy irony and playful sarcasm in her response. 

B. Elizabeth is gently mocking her sister’s total negligence on welcoming Mr. Darcy. 

C. Elizabeth knows Mr. Darcy is still deeply in love with Jane. 

D. Jane is terrified of being hurt again, using the word "indifferent" as an emotional 

shield. 
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Questions 13-15 are based on the following passage. 

 

  Properly speaking, a movement is a continuous, collective effort to bring 

about fundamental social reform. It is a collaborative rather than an individualistic 

enterprise. No matter how many factions are involved, there is always a common 

objective. The Black freedom struggle of the 1960’s was such an effort. Its objective was 

to transform the manner in which Black Americans in the United States were viewed and 

treated. At the same time, Black writers and artists, playing a pivotal role in the movement, 

sought to transform the manner in which Black Americans were represented or portrayed 

in literature and the arts. 

 

13. The first sentence of the passage primarily serves to _____________. (3 points) 

A. present a controversial opinion 

B. question the effectiveness of a process 

C. provide an example of an abstract idea 

D. define the meaning of a term 

 

14. The passage indicates that Black writers and artists were most important to the 

freedom struggle in that they _____________. (3 points) 

A. promoted freedom of artistic expression for Black Americans 

B. attempted to alter the way Black people were depicted in the arts 

C. created powerful protest art that documented the Black struggle 

D. prescribed a course of action to help ensure social justice 
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15. In Line 3, “factions” most nearly means _____________. (3 points) 

A. an aim, a belief, or an organization that a group of people support of fight for 

B. a group of people who go somewhere together or do a job together 

C. a group of people within a larger organization who have different aims from 

many of the other people within it 

D. all the people who work for an organization 

 

Writing (15 questions)  

DIRECTIONS: In the passage below, certain phrases are underlined and numbered 

[x]. The question will present alternatives for the underlined part. In most cases, 

you are to choose the one that best expresses the idea, makes the statement 

appropriate for standard written English, or is worded most consistently with the 

style and tone of the passage as a whole. If you think the original version is the 

best, choose "NO CHANGE." 

 

China’s State Dinner for Trump Includes Beef Ribs, Roast Duck, and Tiramisu 

  Crispy beef ribs, roast duck, and tiramisu were on the menu Thursday at the state 

dinner where President Xi Jinping hosted President Donald Trump in Beijing, as Chinese 

chefs had sought to appeal for Trump’s culinary preferences while they using 

traditional ingredients and cooking techniques. [16] 

  The Chinese capital’s specialties include [17] the precisely roasted Peking duck and 

the richly flavored zha jiang mian, a dish of wheat noodles which is top with soybean 

paste. [18] However, Trump prefers to eat American comfort food: burger, well-done 

steak, fries, and caesar salad. [19] 
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  The menu Thursday included a mix of Chinese and international dishes: lobster 

in tomato soup, [20] stewed seasonal vegetables, slow-cooked salmon in mustard sauce, 

pan-fried pork bun, and what describes [21] as a “trumpet shell-shaped pastry.” There 

was tiramisu, fruits and ice cream for dessert. [22] 

  Chefs in Beijing took few risks [23] during Trump’s first presidential visit to China 

in 2017. Their offerings included seafood chowder, kung pao chicken, and stewed beef steak 

with tomato sauce, which is elevated take on [24] his favored meal of steak and 

ketchup. 

  Other world leaders have also remain mindful of [25] Trump’s tastes. 

  In October, during a visit to Tokyo, Trump shared a lunch of American beef and rice 

with prime minister Sanae Takaichi of Japan, [26] a gesture of goodwill that broke 

Japan’s typical diplomatic practice of using local ingredients. Months earlier, Japan reached 

a trade deal with [27] the United States that included an increase in American rice 

imports. 

  During the same trip to Asia, Trump was served beef steak with ketchup and a salad 

with Thousand Island dressing [28] in South Korea, and sandwiches made with U.S. 

Angus beef in Malaysia. 

  Months before he traveled to China in 2017, Trump hosted Xi at his Mar-a-Lago 

estate, where chefs prepared Caesar salad, pan-seared Dover sole and dry-aged prime New 

York strip steak. By Trump’s telling, a chocolate cake with vanilla sauce had just been 

served [29] when Trump told Xi that he ordered a missile strike against Syria [30] 

over President Bashar Assad’s use of chemical weapons. 
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  Crispy beef ribs, roast duck, and tiramisu were on the menu Thursday at the state 

dinner where President Xi Jinping hosted President Donald Trump in Beijing, as Chinese 

chefs had sought to appeal for Trump’s culinary preferences while they using 

traditional ingredients and cooking techniques. [16] 

 

16. (5 points) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. as Chinese chefs sought to appeal to Trump’s culinary preferences while using 

traditional ingredients and cooking techniques. 

C. as Chinese chefs were seeking to appeal for Trump’s culinary preferences while 

using traditional ingredients and cooking technique. 

D. since Chinese chefs had sought to appeal to Trump’s culinary preferences while 

having used traditional ingredient and cooking technique. 

 

  The Chinese capital’s specialties include [17] the precisely roasted Peking duck and 

the richly flavored zha jiang mian, a dish of wheat noodles which is top with soybean 

paste. [18] However, Trump prefers to eat American comfort food: burger, well-done 

steak, fries, and caesar salad. [19] 

 

17. (5 points) 

 A.  NO CHANGE    B.  included 

 C.  have included    D.  were to include 
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18. (2 points) 

  A.  NO CHANGE    B.  topping with soybean paste. 

  C.  topped with soybean paste.  D.  which are topped with soybean paste. 

 

19. (2 points) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. comfort foods such as a burger, a well-done steak, fry, and Caesar salad. 

C. comfort food such as burger, well-done steak, fry, Caesar salad. 

D. comfort foods such as burgers, well-done steaks, fries, and Caesar salads. 

 

  The menu Thursday included a mix of Chinese and international dishes: lobster 

in tomato soup, [20] stewed seasonal vegetables, slow-cooked salmon in mustard sauce, 

pan-fried pork bun, and what describes [21] as a “trumpet shell-shaped pastry.” There 

was tiramisu, fruits and ice cream for dessert. [22] 

 

20. (2 points) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. a mixture of Chinese and an internation dish: lobster in a tomato soup 

C. the mix of Chinese and international dish: a lobster in tomato soup 

D. a mix of Chinese and international dish: lobsters in tomato soups 

 

21. (2 points) 

  A.  NO CHANGE    B.  what is described 

  C.  what was described   D.  what is to be described 
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22. (3 points) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. There were tiramisu, fruits, and ice cream for dessert. 

C. There is Tiramisu, fruit, and an ice cream for dessert. 

D. There are Tiramisu, fruits, and ice cream for dessert. 

 

  Chefs in Beijing took few risks [23] during Trump’s first presidential visit to China 

in 2017. Their offerings included seafood chowder, kung pao chicken, and stewed beef steak 

with tomato sauce, which is elevated take on [24] his favored meal of steak and 

ketchup. 

 

23. (5 points) 

  A.  NO CHANGE    B.  a few risks 

  C.  a little risk    D.  little risk 

 

24. (5 points) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. tomato sauce, elevated take on 

C. tomato sauce: elevated take on 

D. tomato sauce—an elevated take on 
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  Other world leaders have also remain mindful of [25] Trump’s tastes. 

 

25. (3 points) 

  A.  NO CHANGE    B.  had also been mindful for 

  C.  have also mindful about  D.  have also been mindful of 

 

  In October, during a visit to Tokyo, Trump shared a lunch of American beef and rice 

with prime minister Sanae Takaichi of Japan, [26] a gesture of goodwill that broke 

Japan’s typical diplomatic practice of using local ingredients. Months earlier, Japan reached 

a trade deal with [27] the United States that included an increase in American rice 

imports. 

 

26. (3 points) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. prime minister, Sanae Takaichi, of Japan 

C. Prime minister Sanae Takaichi of Japan 

D. Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi of Japan 

 

27. (3 points) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. had reached a trade deal with 

C. reaches a trade deal with 

D. had reached trade deal with 
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  During the same trip to Asia, Trump was served beef steak with ketchup and a salad 

with Thousand Island dressing [28] in South Korea, and sandwiches made with U.S. 

Angus beef in Malaysia. 

 

28. (3 points) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. salad with thousand island dressing  

C. a salad with thousand island dressing 

D. salad with Thousand Island dressing  

 

  Months before he traveled to China in 2017, Trump hosted Xi at his Mar-a-Lago 

estate, where chefs prepared Caesar salad, pan-seared Dover sole and dry-aged prime New 

York strip steak. By Trump’s telling, a chocolate cake with vanilla sauce had just been 

served [29] when Trump told Xi that he ordered a missile strike against Syria [30] 

over President Bashar Assad’s use of chemical weapons. 

 

29. (5 points) 

  A.  NO CHANGE    B.  were just been served 

  C.  was just been served   D.  has just been served 
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30. (5 points) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. he had ordered a missile strike against Syria 

C. he ordered a missile strike with Syria 

D. he had ordered missile strike with Syria 
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Grades 10 - 12 Answer Key 

 

 

 

Items Scores Answers Items Scores Answers 

1 2 B 16 5 B 

2 5 C 17 5 A 

3 2 C 18 2 C 

4 2 D 19 2 D 

5 5 C 20 2 A 

6 5 D 21 2 C 

7 2 D 22 3 B 

8 2 A 23 5 A 

9 2 C 24 5 D 

10 3 B 25 3 D 

11 5 D 26 3 D 

12 3 A 27 3 B 

13 3 D 28 3 A 

14 3 B 29 5 A 

15 3 C 30 5 B 


